Southwestern Mine Rescue Contest

Carlsbad, NM
April 11, 2007
MINE MANAGER STATEMENT
1. The team briefing judge will introduce himself to the team.

2.
The briefing judge will present to the team the following:
· The team briefing statement 
· The mine information sheet
· 2 Mine Maps  
The team may study these documents and take notes but only questions about term definitions will be answered.  The briefing statement and mine information sheet will be collected from the team after ten minutes.

3. The team will move to the fresh air base.  The #1, #2 and #3 judges will introduce themselves to the team and point out the extent of the fresh air base.  Teams will be able to pull communication cable off the reel before the clock is started.  

4. The fresh air base attendant will be located at a table in the fresh air base.  The fresh air base attendant may communicate with the team and participate in decision making while the team is on the surface or underground.  An assistant will also be permitted to assist at the fresh air base before and after starting the clock.  Duties may include, but are not limited to, assisting with the communication cable.  At no time will the fresh air base attendant nor the assistant be allowed to look at the mine.
5. The clock will be started.  Then, the team captain and the fresh air base attendant will each be given a copy of the team briefing statement, mine information sheet, and team map.  The Mine Manager will answer any questions dealing with obvious conditions already stated.  The fresh air base attendant and assistant may continue to study the map and documents while the team is underground.

6. After the clock is started, the fresh air base attendant and assistant may assist the team but only the attendant may replace a member that drops out.  Only five team members, attendant, and assistant may work at the fresh air base.  The fresh air base attendant and assistant may not speak to anyone except the team members and judges.

7. After leaving the surface, the team may communicate only with the #1 judge and via communications system with the mine manager, fresh air base attendant and assistant.
Mine Manager Statement
At 11:20 p.m., Doug Smith, belt clean up man, called outside on the mine phone at the bottom of  #1 Shaft.  He said that he heard a loud boom and thought he saw an electrical arc jump from one of the guides in the shaft to the framework of the feed conveyor.  He said that he tried to extinguish the belt fire but was unable to, so he was going to find the other two miners and head out of the mine.  No one has heard from any of the miners since 11:20 p.m.  The other two miners that are missing are Ben Thair and Roger Ramcar.  Power to the mine was turned off to alert the miners of the emergency.  The main fan switch was accidentally turned off by the hoist operator in his haste to kill electrical power. Electrical power and fan power are locked and guarded

If you are ready and willing, the service of your mine rescue team is needed.  It is now 12:45 p.m. and you will be the first team to enter the mine.  

We want you to extinguish or seal any fires, account for all missing miners, and map all accessible areas of the mine.  

