Southern Regional Mine Rescue Contest

New Iberia, LA

May 3, 2007
MINE MANAGER STATEMENT
You have arrived at the LB #1 Mine, an underground salt mine owned and operated by LB Salt Company.  Production is currently at the 500-foot level utilizing two vertical shafts.

Shaft #1 has a 15-man cage and it is the main intake airway. There is a 72-inch Joy fan offset at the top of #2 Shaft, exhausting air at a rate of 100,000 cfm. The #2 Shaft has a 2-ton production skip with a 5-man cage on top of the Skip.  
There are three main entries that are numbered from left to right.  Entry #1 is the main intake airway while entry #3 is the return airway.  Mine operations are is on two shifts that run from 6:00 am to 4:00 pm and 4:00 pm to 2:00 am, five days per week.  There are seven employees underground during the day shift which include (1) loader operator, (1) hydraulic drill operator, (1) blaster, (1) LHD operator, (1) mechanic, (1) utility hand and (1) supervisor.  Bolting and equipment maintenance are performed on the night shift by (1) mechanic, (1) utility laborer, and (1) supervisor.  Room and pillar development is progressing due north. 
At about 9:15 p.m., the water gauge fan chart indicated a spike in fan pressure, followed by the fan stalling out and kicking out because of an overload.  The hoistman stated that the alarm sounded and he pressed the acknowledge button and the alarm went off.  At 9:20 p.m. the CO sensor at the bottom of the #2 shaft sounded and the hoistman immediately tried to reach the 3 man crew that was working underground but had no luck.  At 9:25 p.m. the mechanic walked into the hoist house and told the hoistman that he had come out of the mine earlier in the shift to get some parts from the warehouse when he heard the fan alarm. The hoistman told him that he could not reach the two men underground and that he would notify the Mine Superintendent.  The mechanic told the hoistman that he was going to go into the mine and look for the other two miners.  The hoistman told the mechanic that he did not want him to tie up the cage in case the other two miners needed to use it to get out.  The mechanic told the hoistman that he would ride the skip down into the mine and travel the #3 entry looking for the men because that was the location they were at when he left them.  The mechanic took a radio into the mine and has not been heard from since he called and checked in when he reached the bottom of #2 Shaft.
The Mine Superintendent was notified and he in turn called MSHA and to report the incident.  
If you are ready and willing, the service of your mine rescue team is needed.  It is now 1:00 am and your team will be the first to enter the mine.  We want you to give a damage report, extinguish or seal any fires, account for all missing persons, and map all accessible areas of the mine.

