UMR Mine Rescue Contest 2007

25th Anniversary

Team Briefing

You have arrived at the MS&T Dolomite mine.  Thanks for responding to our emergency situation.

A three man maintenance crew and supervisor, Tom Tucker reported to the mine at 6:00 am to begin equipment repair in the underground shop.  
The 3 man crew along with the mine foreman went underground at approximately 6:30 AM to begin maintenance work.  At approximately 8:00 AM Tucker came out of the mine to pick up repair parts for the permanent pump.  
Tucker returned underground with the parts.  While entering the shop, Tucker saw smoke and with his gas detector alerting him to a high alarm of CO and low oxygen, he retreated to the surface for help.
Efforts were made to contact the crew by radio communications but no one responded.
The local fire department was notified and were first to arrive.  The fire department rescue team attempted to go into the mine by way of the adit.  The crew ran into an irrespirable atmosphere and had to retreat.  Their SCBA units were out for repair so they had no means for traveling in irrespirable atmospheres.    
They retreated out of the mine to the shaft to try and gain access into the mine by using the emergency hoist and 2 man cage.  Unfortunately, the emergency hoist malfunctioned as two rescue workers were being lowered into the mine.  Currently, two men are stuck in the vertical shaft as the emergency hoist is being repaired.  It is estimated to take one to two hours to repair.  Currently the fan is off but is still available for ventilation if so needed.  We have men guarding and monitoring the shaft.  We just received a gas reading report ten minutes ago.  O2 = 20.9%; CO = 0 PPM; CH4 = 0.0 %; NO2 = 0 PPM.  If you want to examine the shaft from the surface you can but it will take a couple of hours to get there.  The fan road is out so we will have to come in from the back way.     
It is now 10:00 am and you are the second mine rescue team to arrive.  
All government (federal, state and local) agencies have been notified and are on site.  If you are ready and willing, the service of your mine rescue team is needed.  
We want you to:

· examine the mine in its entirety
· account for all missing miners and bring live ones to the surface,

· and map all accessible areas of the mine.  
A backup mine rescue team has just arrived and is available should you need them.

Good Luck! 
