   Southwestern Regional Mine Rescue Contest

Carlsbad New Mexico

April 1, 2008

MINE MANAGER STATEMENT

Thanks for responding to our call for help. You have arrived at the “Desperado Gold Mine”, owned and operated by Get er Done Enterprises LLC. We are in early development of a single level gold mine.  We are defining the ore body and will use a cut and fill stope method. We have a five man crew, counting myself and we only work five days a week with some maintenance on Saturdays.  I just arrived at the mine and have no idea what cycle the miners are in. Yesterday they finished a round and by now they should be ready to blast again.  My engineer is hunting and I am short handed.  I called the mine this morning at around 6 AM and was told my three miners were working in return/2 drift.  

I got a call in town around 10AM from my Top Lander Gary Cookies; he said heavy black smoke was coming out of the exhaust portal. He said he got scared and turned the power off when he saw the smoke and then realized that might have been the wrong thing to do because the fans went down too. He said he has not seen or heard from Mac Bentwood or Fred Tallman.  I told him to call the Sheriffs and MSHA and I would be there as soon as I could. MSHA said something about a verbal 103K order and went on to say we could use mine rescue teams to put out fires and find the missing miners. 
When I got here at 10:20 AM black smoke was coming out of the exhaust portal. Gary was so upset he got sick so I sent him to Doc Adams.  He said he had no idea where Mac and Fred were because he hadn’t gone underground with them yet.  Nothing has changed sense I got here. I asked Mike Dungun from the sheriffs department to guard the main portal entrance and told him not to touch anything.  
There are explosives underground we just ordered them and they came in yesterday. My engineer made the order and I think he said everything was taken underground to the magazines.  

Mac and Fred are good miners they have worked everywhere, I just can’t imagine what went wrong.  I want you explore the entire mine, put what ever is burning out,  find the two men and rescue them if they are alive, do what ever you have to do I don’t care. Everything you need should be here. 

