Team Briefing 
Southern Regional Mine Rescue Contest

New Iberia, LA. April 30th, 2008

Wild West Silver Mine Information

The Wild West Silver Mine is a single level mine accessed by two vertical 500 foot shafts. Both shafts are constructed with steel sets and have a man way in each shaft. The intake shaft is primarily used for men and supplies. The mine phones and utilities are run down the intake shaft. The exhaust shaft is a second way out for men and is equipped with a 5 ton ore skip below the man cage. Both shafts have two communications systems, phone and bell cord. The bell code is the Nevada State bell code.  Both shafts are manned by certified hoist men and were inspected on the last regular MSHA inspection.

The silver ore vein is 6 to 7 feet high with a 2 degree downward pitch to the south and lies beneath solid quartz cover averaging about 250 feet in depth. The ground is solid and competent. 
The silver ore is drilled out using jack leg drills with 8 foot steel. The drilled holes are loaded with Apache 40% stick powder. The rounds are initiated with non electric blasting caps and detonation cord. 
The shot ore is loaded into a 10 ton shuttle car with 2.5 yard Wagner front end loaders. The muck is then loaded into an ore pass located next to the exhaust shaft and eventually hoisted to the surface below the man cage in a 20 yard muck skip.  

Ground control is maintained using 8 foot split set rock bolts and 8 to 10 foot steel mats where needed. Shot Crete and chain link wire is used to control loose ground on the ribs and in some shop areas. A combination of timber, Shot Crete and steel is used in some bulkheads, air locks, and office and shop construction.

The mine works 7 days a week; days and swing shift only. Production shifts work Monday through Saturday and maintenance is performed on Sundays. The mine produces about 500 tons of course ore per shift. The average crew is 4 miners and two mechanics, but this varies with production demands and schedules.  

Fresh air is forced into the mine through the intake shaft with a 500 HP Joy single pitch non reversible fan creating 14,000 cubic feet of air per minute.  The fan controls are located on the surface next to the intake shaft. Cross contamination is controlled in entry one with a air door, and permanent bulkheads. After fresh air ventilates the headings the exhaust air travels out entry two and entry three and up the exhaust shaft. The ventilation system is positive pressure and can not be reversed. Air doors are manually operated. 
Explosives are stored and transported underground, usually just enough for a one week period. Damaged explosives are stored in the powder magazine and taken out of the mine once a week or when necessary. 

All underground repairs of drills, pumps and maintenance of mobile equipment are done in the underground shop. The shop is fully equipped to handle any kind of equipment overhaul. It has an overhead 25 ton crane, welding and cutting supplies, lube bay, and small ware house with needed equipment and supplies. The shop is equipped with fire doors in both entrances and has ample fire fighting equipment inside the shop. The shop is ventilated by leaving shop doors open during working hours.  

Power centers underground are identified and power sources range from 480/240 volt, all AC, three phase. Some 110 volt single phase current is available in the shops and office and shaft stations.
All underground mobile equipment is rubber tire and diesel powered. The underground mine has two Wagner2.5 yard FEL, one Joy 10 ton shuttle car, two pick up trucks and one Getman 5 ton Powder truck.
The mine has no history of fires and uses hand held fire extinguishers where ever a fuel load is present.

The mine map is up to date and should be accurate.

The local sheriffs department is providing security. A guard is posted at the main fan, front gate and a site has been designated for family and press. The only people allowed on the mine site are authorized and screened by the sheriffs department.

All materials needed to work the problem are located at the mine and identified with placards.

The mine is basically dry and produces very little water. No natural occurring gases have ever been detected in the mine. 
No other mining has ever taken place on this mine claim and no known abandoned workings are present. No gas wells are in the area.

A second mine rescue team is on site, fully trained and ready to serve.

All state and federal authorities have been notified.

