Mine Managers Statement

Thank you for your quick response to the Wild West Silver Mine. We have an underground emergency and we are in desperate need for your team’s service.

This is a single level silver mine with a 6 to 7 foot high silver/galena vein located 500 feet below surface. The mine has two entry shafts; one is exhaust which is available and ready for use. The second is the intake shaft and we have a little problem there.

At 0800 this morning two miners, Joe Black and Stan White were assigned to lower a shuttle car down the intake shaft.  White was below ground at the shaft station waiting to receive the shuttle car and Black had slung the shuttle car below the man cage and was ready to lower it when the rope separated about 50 feet above the load attachment point.  Stan Willhoist our hoist man said he saw Black struck by the whipping hoist rope and was pulled into the shaft with the falling load. Willhoist notified mine management immediately.
Two miners assigned to load explosives signaled for the surface at 0820 and were hoisted out of the mine. They said they had just loaded a bunch of explosives on the powder truck and were in the # 3 exhaust drift between X-cut #1 and #2 when heavy smoke started heading their way. They tried to call the surface at the exhaust shaft station and the phone was dead so they used the bells for the cage and got out of the mine. 
As soon as the two miners hit the surface and reported what they had seen we activated the mine fire alarm system and released stench at 0835. About 0840 heavy smoke started coming out of the exhaust shaft. No other miners have made it out and we have no way to contact them. The intake shaft housed all of our underground phone lines and must have been taken out with the accident.

We do not know the status of any of the underground workers. We know their names and they are as follows;

Joe Black, Top Lander assumed dead
Gary Good, Shop Mechanic

Stan White, Miner 

All Federal and state agencies were notified as soon as we had the hoist failure then resulting fire. MSHA issued a verbal 103K order but said we could dispatch mine rescue teams and do what we needed to do to put out the fire. They said they are on their way and should arrive shortly.
A fully trained and capable second team is on site and ready to assist you.

We need you to explore the entire mine, check ventilation, extinguish and or seal all fires and locate and rescue any and all live miners. Everything you need is here at the mine and the mine manager will be in charge.
