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May 14th & 15th
Kellogg, Idaho
Introduction
Welcome to the 2010 Central Mine Rescue Contest.  Before we begin, we would like to recognize each team for the hard work that was spent during this past year while training and preparing for this contest.  But more importantly, we want to commend each of you for the countless hours that you have volunteered, and your selfless devotion and willingness to help your fellow miners.

We have a very challenging problem for you this year.  Hopefully, each of you will go away feeling that you are better prepared for an emergency based on what you have learned.

Even though there can only be a few contest winners, the real winners are the miners and their families, the communities, and companies.  It is for them that we are here today.

Now, let us continue with the briefing for this year’s mine rescue problem.

Team Briefing Statement 
You are located at the surface of the Daniels Mining Company’s newly opened Reserve mine.  The mine is a multi-level underground development with two shafts; the #1 shaft is an intake shaft and the #2 shaft is an exhaust shaft.  The #1 shaft is used to transport men, equipment, and supplies into the mine and is designated as the primary escape way for the mine.  The #2 Shaft is equipped with production skips and is designated as the secondary escape from the mine (which will safely carry 4 persons). The main ventilation fan is located on the surface near the #2 Shaft and is not reversible.  The #2 Hoist has been ran and the shaft is in good condition.  

Both shafts access the lowest level in the mine, 3100 West Level, which has already been explored by another mine rescue team.  There is an internal ramp that joins the 3000W to the 3100W and there is an air-door located on the 3000W level.  
The mine operates three shifts per day and five days per week.  Routine maintenance is performed as needed; however, major maintenance projects are scheduled for the weekends.  High grade ore is mined by sill development and stoping methods.  The ore is drilled, blasted, and transported to the lowest level by diesel-powered equipment and hoisted out of the mine.  The entries are initially driven approximately seven feet high and nine feet wide.  The immediate roof is supported by four-foot rock bolts, and timber sets in one section of the mine.  In general, the mine has not had a history of serious roof, back, or water problems.  The mine is classified as a Category VI mine, that is, there is no history of methane gas in this mine or any other mine in the area.

A total of 14 miners entered the mine on the graveyard shift (11:00 p.m. – 7:30 a.m. shift). Jim Beamer, shift foreman, was also one of the men that went underground. He was in charge of the activities in the mine.  At approximately 1:00 a.m., the stench system was activated as heavy smoke came from the #2 shaft.  Twelve miners came to the surface via the #1 shaft.  There has been no contact with the 2 missing miners from the 3100 Level crew.  
Mine Rescue teams have already explored all levels of the mine other than the 3100W Level.  A mine rescue team has been underground for over an hour. They recently relayed a message to surface that they had located the fire 3100W level and they were sealing it.  
It’s now 5:00a.m. The team just announced that they have not sealed the fire completely because their SCBA’s only had about 20 minutes of air left. Communications have been lost with the mine rescue team.
We have called all of the government agencies for help.  Guards have been posted at the mine entrances and at the main fan.  The underground power is off. The main fan on the surface is also off, locked out and guarded.  All Levels have been explored by the previous team.  
Another team is monitoring the gases at the #2 shaft.  The latest gas measurements taken show Heavy Smoke, 5,000 ppm carbon monoxide (CO), and 14.0 percent oxygen (O2) exiting the mine.  There is a fully equipped mine rescue team ready to be your team’s backup, and another team will be sent in to replace you after 60 minutes.
If your team is willing to help, we would like you to extinguish or seal any fires; account for all missing miners; bring any live miners to the surface; and explore and map all accessible areas of the mine.  Most available equipment and materials to work the problem are located in the mine and are identified with placards.  The materials are stored in several areas underground and can be readily located if needed.  If there is something else deemed necessary by the team, upon request, it can be delivered in a reasonable amount of time.
Good Luck!! 


Team Instructions
· Extinguish or seal any fires

· Account for the six missing miners

· Bring any live miners to the surface

· Explore and map all accessible areas of the mine


Fresh Air Base Instructions
· The fresh air base attendant and alternate will be assigned a location where they can study the team briefing information, mine information, and map.

· Only one attendant or alternate will be allowed to assist at the fresh air base.  This person can assist the team and answer any questions the team may ask.  However, this person cannot physically assist the team beyond the fresh air base unless that person becomes an active team member in the event that someone drops out.

· The fresh air base attendant and mine rescue team alternate are not allowed to speak to anyone during the working of the problem except their team members and the Mine Manager.
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