   Southwestern Regional Mine Rescue Contest

Carlsbad New Mexico

April 7, 2010
TOM COOPER MINE

MINE MANAGER STATEMENT

Thanks for responding to our call for help. You have arrived at the “Tom Cooper Potash Mine”, owned and operated by Atlas Mining LLC. Tom Cooper Mine is a two seam operation.  The 300 level has been in operation for over 30 years but the lower 400 level is in early development.  We have approximately 150 miners working underground, 72 on this shift.  

At approximately 8:00 AM I received a call from the 300 level mine manager alerting me to a high CO reading on our atmospheric monitoring system (AMS).  The system measured a CO reading of 275 PPM in the return air course in the south portion of the 300 level.  The mine manager traced the source of the smoke coming from the ventilation boreholes connected to the 400 level.  
The 300 level Mine Manager tried contacting the 400 level but no one has answered.  He had several men working in the return air course down wind from the smoke so he closed off the ventilation bore holes to assist in rescuing his workers.  (Regulators 1, 3 & 4 are closed; regulator 2 is opened).  Currently the entire 300 level is evacuating the mine.  We have a fire brigade crew on the 300 level assisting with the evacuation.  They will be available to assist you from that level when the evacuation is complete.  The crew is equipped with SCBA units which are good for short durations in irrespirable atmospheres. 

We have still not heard from the 4 miners working on the 400 level.  
MSHA has been notified and has issued a 103 J order.  They have just arrived on site and have given the OK to get a rescue team to the 400 level to begin exploration for the 4 missing miners on that level.
There are 2 ways into the 400 level.  The man shaft will travel to the 300 and 400 levels.  The skip shaft will travel to the bottom of the decline on the 400 level.  Currently the skip shaft is not available.  Maintenance was being performed on the hoist and it will take approximately 1 hour to get it back in operation.   

Our mine rescue team has gone to a Mine Rescue contest but has been contacted and will be back in a few hours.  You are the first team to arrive.  Another team has arrived just behind you and is also qualified and fully equipped.  They will act as your back up.  

We would like you to explore the 400 level and locate the 4 missing miners, administer 1st aid as appropriate and bring live miners to the surface.  

GOOD LUCK.

