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Thanks for responding to our call for help. You have arrived at the “Desperado Gold Mine”, owned and operated by Desperado Enterprises LLC. We are a non gassy mine in early development of a multi level gold mine.  We are mining under some old extensive workings that were mined back at the turn of the century. Early in 2009 a renegade company did a cyanide heap leaching on all of the mine dumps until they were shut down because of leaking pads. We don’t really know what took place in the old workings but know some of it flooded and they had a big fire in a timbered stope last year started by kids from a surface opening. 
We have a five man crew, counting myself and we only work five days a week with some maintenance on Saturdays.  We rely on the Tom Cooper Mine, a neighboring mine for our mine rescue coverage. I just arrived at the mine and have no idea what cycle the miners were in. Yesterday they finished a round and by now they should be ready to blast again.  My engineer is off work hunting and I am short handed.  I called the mine this morning at around 6:00 a.m. and was told they were working on the lower level and suspected they might be getting close to some of the old workings.  

I got a call in town around 10:00a.m. from Gary Jones, my Top Lander. He reported that heavy black smoke was coming out of the exhaust portal. He said he got scared when he saw the smoke and turned the power off.  He then realized that might have been the wrong thing to do because the fans went down too. He said he has not seen or heard from Dale Cummings or Steve Smith.  I told him to call the Sheriffs office and MSHA and that I would be there as soon as I could. MSHA said something about a verbal 103J order and went on to say we could use mine rescue teams to put out any fires and find the missing miners. 
When I got here at 10:20 a.m. black smoke was still coming out of the exhaust portal. Gary was upset and miserably sick so I sent him to the doctor.  He said he had no idea where Dale and Steve were because he hadn’t gone underground with them yet.  They called around 9:00a.m. and said the lower level had a lot more water on it than it was supposed to and they were looking for the source. Nothing has changed since I got here. I asked Mike Dungun from the sheriffs department to guard the main portal entrance and told him not to touch anything.  
The Tom Cooper mine was notified and they sent their portable fully equipped mine rescue station. They are sending team members as well and we expect them to arrive shortly. They gave the go ahead for any responding qualified team members to use their equipment as needed to help us in this crisis. I don’t know what all is in there but you have permission to get things ready for the arriving team members. 
