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Mine Information Statement
Bloody Knuckle Mine

April 28, 2010

General Information: 

The Bloody Knuckle Mine is a two level wulfenite mine own and operated by Really Cool Rocks Inc. out of New Iberia Louisiana.  The mine is in development and the company hopes to be in full production some time next year. The mine has 15 full time employees working two shifts, days and swing. 
Mine Access:
The mine can be entered by the portal on the 500 foot level, or a vertical shaft that goes to the 1500 level. The two levels do not connect at this time although efforts are being made to drive a ramp up from the 1500 level to the 500 level to help improve ventilation and provide two ways in and out of the mine once it’s in production, as per CFR regulations. 
Explosives:
Explosives are stored underground on the 1500 level. The powder magazine holds a weeks worth of explosives. The Cap magazine is on the 1500 level and positioned 25 feet from the powder magazine and holds a weeks worth of blasting caps. The magazines are underground storage facilities and do not comply with surface storage standards. 

Blasting:
The company has experimented with a variety of low and high velocity explosives trying to come up with the proper design as not to damage the valuable wulfenite crystals when the rounds are blasted.  A typical face round has delayed charged holes and is tied in with an electric cap. The round is then detonated from a safe distance with electric shot wires an electric blasting box.  For small shots; stick powder is used and initiated with safety fuse and cap if it just one or two holes. Anything larger would be initiated with electric caps and blasting box. 

Electricity:
The mine has 600 AC single phase power running down a borehole and ties into a transformer, transforming the power into work loads of 480/220 volts, both single phase managed and distributed in a MCC room. A battery charging station exist next to the MCC room to provide backup mine lamps and charge 12 volt batteries for the rubber tire equipment on the level. The transformer provides power to the mine fans. 

Gas:
The mine is classified as a non gassy mine and no known oil or gas wells are located anywhere close to the mine.

Geology and ground control:
The Bloody Knuckle Mine is located in very competent ground and split set bolts are used as needed to control any loose or overshot ground when needed. The wulfenite crystals are susceptible to blast damage so light loaded rounds are necessary to preserve the desired ore. 

Materials:
All materials to work the problem are located underground or on the surface.

Mine Maps:
The mine maps were last updated on March 30th, 2010.

Mine Equipment:
500 level has one three yard Eimco LHD, and a 5 ton Grade All to maintain the road into the mine. The 1500 level has one Ford tractor Boss buggy, one Get man powder truck, one three yard LHD.
Ventilation:
The mine has had trouble with ventilation. The 500 foot level has a 75 HP reversible fan feeding 36 inch hard line vent tube being carried all the way to the face. Located at the collar of the shaft a 150 HP reversible fan delivers air down the shaft inside a round steel 36 inch vent tube. On the 1500 level station the down cast air is delivered to a 150 HP reversible booster fan tied into round steel vent tube. The vent tube has been advanced through the entire mine and where necessary 150 HP booster fans have been installed to push the air forward to developing headings. All of the underground fans are permissible. The air then sweeps through the mine and returns to the shaft and up cast the shaft. The entire system can be reversed but is very inefficient when reversed. 

An inclined ramp has been developed and a breakthrough to the 500 level is scheduled in the near future. This breakthrough will greatly improve the ventilation system.
Water:
The mine is relatively dry but some water may exist due to drilling operations.

Notification:
All federal, state and local officials have been notified.

Backup teams:
A fully trained and qualified back up team is on sight and will assist you if needed.
