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Thank you for responding to the Dead Wood Mine. We have an underground fire and we need your help. I suspect you have already read the mine information statement so this is what I have to add.

Our safety director and mine rescue teams are on their way back from a regional mine rescue contest with all of our testing and mine rescue equipment. So no initial work has been done, other then placing guards at both surface fans, one at the shaft and one at the portal. Both fans are running and have the ability to be reversed if you say we need to.  All power is on in the mine and can be controlled from the surface.
MSHA has been notified and is in route but has not yet arrived. The state has been notified and should arrive shortly. MSHA issued a 103J order and said we could send in a team as soon as we had a qualified team ready to go with a backup team on the surface.  You are the first team to arrive and we expect the second team to show up any minute, so plan on being the first team to enter the mine.   

This morning at 700 hours our four man crew arrived and went underground to prepare to break through from the 1500 lower level to the 500 upper level.  At 1400 hours the hoistman said he saw smoke coming out of the shaft. He set off the stench alarm and was not sure but we think we have 4 miners missing.
I have no idea where they were at with their plans to break through. I just got back from conferencing some citations with MSHA and was not briefed on today’s activities until a few hours ago when I got back.

All I really know is some of our miners are missing and unaccounted for. We think its 4 but sometimes everyone does not brass in like they are supposed to, so were not really sure. Our Safety Director usually would be in charge of something like this so I pretty much need you to take charge and help me with all of this.

We need you to find any and all miners and bring them to the surface if they are still alive. Fight and extinguish any and all fires and explore the entire mine to make sure we have everyone accounted for. 

