2008 FATAL COAL MINE ACCIDENT ALERT #3
Christopher Barret Stratton, a 34 year old diesel mechanic, suffered fatal head injuries at approximately 11:45 a.m. on Friday, February 1, 2008 in a machinery accident at an Alabama surface mine.  Stratton was performing repairs on a diesel engine when a projectile from the engine struck him in the head. The accident occurred at the Jap Creek Mine of Reed Minerals, Inc. near Jasper in Walker County, Alabama.  The mine employs about 45 miners and produces approximately 500,000 tons of coal per year. Stratton was employed as a diesel mechanic by the Field Services Department of Thompson Tractor Company, Inc. of Birmingham, AL.
Obituary – Christopher Barret Stratton 

Christopher Barret Stratton, age 34 of Hayden, passed away Friday, February 1, 2008. He was a member of Crossroads Baptist Church in Hayden and was preceded in death by his grandparents, Forest (Paw) Stratton, Joe Layne, P.C. and Lola Graham. He graduated from Gardendale High School in 1992 and from Wallace State Community College in 1995. Barret was a very special person, he never had an enemy, he was always willing to help anyone in need, he was a wonderful and jolly person to be around especially with his laugh and, most of all, he was a wonderful husband, father, provider and a genuine family man. Barret was a very mechanically astute person from working on mini-bikes and go-karts, to race-cars and his career with Thompson Tractor Company where he had been loyally employed since 1995. He was our Jewel - He was our Baby. He is survived by his loving wife, Jody Stratton, with whom he would have celebrated 11 years of marriage on February 9, 2008; 2 adoring children, Ivey-Layne Stratton and Austin J. Stratton; parents, Martha and Roger Stratton; brother, Roger Stratton, Jr.; grandparents, Kathleen Stratton, and Bob and Betty Layne; aunts, Theresa Stratton and Loraine Smith (V.L.); mother-in-law, Moya Layne; brothers-in-law, Justin Layne (Carla) and their son Mason, and Josh Layne as well as countless friends, co-workers, and extended family. Funeral services will be held Tuesday February 5, 2008 at 11:00 a.m. from the chapel of Gardendale Funeral Home with Rev. Sid Cottingham officiating. Entombment will follow at Oakwood Memorial Gardens Mausoleum with a white dove release ceremony concluding the service. The family will receive friends on Monday from 5:30-8:00 p.m. at Gardendale Funeral Home. Messages of comfort and condolence may be sent to the family by visiting the website at www.gardendalefuneralhome.com. The family would like to extend a special thank-you to Rev. Sid Cottingham and Thompson Tractor, especially the Field Service Department. Arrangements are by locally owned and operated Gardendale Funeral Home.
   Work Smart – Work Safely - Every Coal Miner Counts
*Wyoming has not experienced a coal mine fatality in more than two years. 
(last WY fatality - December 9, 2005)
*West Virginia has not experienced a fatality at a surface coal mine in more than 2 years.
(last WV surface mine fatality – February 1, 2006)

*Kentucky has not experienced a fatality at an underground coal mine in more than one year. 
(last KY underground mine fatality - November 4, 2006).

*Illinois has not experienced a coal mine fatality

in more than 4 years.

(last IL fatality – April 15, 2003) 
*Virginia has not experienced a coal mine fatality

in more than one year.

(last VA fatality – May 4, 2006)
2008 Coal Mine Fatalities – YTD - February 4, 2008
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Accident

Sequence

Date/Day

Name/Age/Residence

Location/Occupation

Type/State

Mine Name

Company Name/Location

1

01-08-08

Tuesday

Roy Douglas Sturgill II

Age 29 - Cowen, KY

(Independent Contractor)

Surface Mine

Rock Truck Operator

Powered Haulage

Kentucky

Blue Ridge Surface Mine

(Surface Coal Mine)

Cumberland River Coal Company (Arch Coal)

Oven Fork, Letcher County, Kentucky

(Ind. Contractor - Bates Contracting)

2

01-12-08

Saturday

Thomas Eddie Farmer

Age 50 - Pittsburgh, TX

Surface Mine



(

Lignite Mine

)

Hydraulic Excavator Operator

Fall of Face, Rib or Highwall

Texas

Sulphur Springs Strip Mine

(Surface Lignite Coal Mine)

Luminant Mining Company, LLC

Sulphur Springs, Hopkins County, Texas

3

02-01-08

Friday

Christopher Barret Stratton

Age 34 - Hayden, AL

(Independent Contractor)

Surface Mine

Diesel Mechanic

Machinery

Alabama

Jap Creek Mine

(Surface Coal Mine)

Reed Minerals, Inc.

Jasper, Walker County, Alabama

(Ind. Contractor - Thompson Tractor Co., Inc.)
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