Train hits, kills jogger
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GALLUP — Justice Coonsis, 41, was struck and killed while jogging along the railroad tracks by an eastbound freight train east of Gallup Monday morning. She was pronounced dead at the scene. According to McKinley County investigators, Coonsis had been wearing headphones plugged into her iPod while she jogged along the tracks near Churchrock at around 10:39 a.m., which explains, at least in part, why she was unable to hear the locomotive as it approached.

Coonsis, whose driver’s license lists a Zuni address, had been jogging with a friend but the friend had fallen too far back to catch up and warn her; and the music playing on the headphones apparently drowned out the friend’s shouted warnings, as well as the conductor’s horn blasts.

