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	Safety Announcement
	STATE OF NEVADA

 MINE SAFETY & TRAINING


	Date of Incident:
	Unknown
	Time:
	N/A
	 

	Date of Report Issued:
	8/21/2008
	Time:
	12:00PM
	
	


	TYPE of INCIDENT:
	
	
	
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	FATALITY
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LOSS OF PRODUCTION
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	INJURY
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	POTENTIAL HAZARD
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	ENVIRONMENTAL
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	NEAR MISS
	
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	EQUIPMENT DAMAGE
	
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	OTHER: Blasting Incident 


	HAZARD/RISK POTENTIAL
	
	PROBABILITY of REOCCURRENCE
	
	FREQUENCY of EXPOSURE
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	HIGH
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	HIGH
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	HIGH
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	MODERATE
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	MODERATE
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	MODERATE
	

	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LOW
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LOW
	
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	LOW
	


	Company Name:
	N/A
	Mine Site Name:
	

	
	
	MSHA Mine ID #
	


	Contractor Name:
	N/A
	Mine Site Name:
	

	
	
	MSHA Contractor ID #
	


	Type of event: (i.e. Struck Against, Struck BY see SCAT Chart)

	This is a third similar incident in Quebec recently and we have had this type of incident happen here in the past with less serious results)[image: image3.jpg]




	Incident Description (i.e. where it happened, when it happened, who was involved, what activity was occurring at the time, what happened e.g. extent of injuries or damage to equipment or impact on the environment or extent of media attention)

	A worker received multiple injuries from the premature ignition of a Nonel Blasting Cap that he was trying to remove from a hole he had loaded. 

Twelve (12) holes remained to be loaded (1.2 meters between holes), when the worker pulled on the Nonel Blasting Cap Signal/Shock Tube the detonator fired unexpectedly, igniting two adjacent previously loaded holes. The worker's injuries included a broken jaw, loss of multiple teeth, multiple shrapnel injuries from the rock and an eye injury that after a seven-hour operation resulted in the loss of the eye.



	Conclusions

	1
	The Blasting Companies investigation revealed that with as little as 18 kilograms of pressure or 39 pounds of energy exerted on a Nonel Shock Tube, could result in an auto detonation  and is likely the cause of the detonation.



	Preventative Action(s) (i.e. corrective/preventative measures) 

	1
	Cover this Action Report with all personnel associated with the use of Non-Electric Blasting Materials Immediately.


	Best Practice(s) (i.e. industry standards/proven measures) 

	1
	Never reverse prime (invert NonEl detonator in loader hose).

	2.
	Never pull on a NonEl detonator which has been inserted into a hole

	3.
	If the wrong detonator is inserted into a hole, tie the unwanted lead so it won't be hooked up with the detonating cord and reload with the proper delay.


	Photo’s of incident

	Photo #1
	Photo #2
	Photo #3

	
	
	 


The information provided in this notice is based on preliminary data ONLY and does not represent final determinations regarding the nature of the incident or conclusions regarding the cause of the fatality. 
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